THE THIRD DAY

AN EXAMINATION OF THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST



THE THIRD DAY

A DEFENSE OF CHRISTS RESURRECTION — PART 1



“On19 one conclusion isjusthcied bg the

evidence: Jesus is dead”

- At}weist Richarcl (_arrier



THE FACTS OF THE RESURRECTION



APPLICATION OF MINIMAL FACTS APPROACH

3 Strong historical evidence suPPor‘cing the claim

2: N a5t majority of scholars agree on the claim

Scho]arlg Historical analgsis uses three criteria to support
the above:

8 Kc—:levant sources
2. Kesponsib]e method

5. Restrained results




THE UNDISPUTED FACTS OF THE RESURR ECTION

1. Jesuswas murdered and buried

2. Whree clays afterward, [1is body went missing

-—

5. | here were appearances oFJesus over the course of 40

days to various Peop]e, inc]uding His chsciPles and
unbelievers

4. (_hrist’s aEPearance transtormed [is followers and some

Previous s ePtich and became the central focus of their
teaching

Note: These facts are unclisputecl. Scholars — whether atheist)
agnostic, or Christian — who have thoroughlg studied the case of
the resurrection all agree to these four facts.

The ques’cion before us is this: \What best explains these facts?




EXPLANATION

| demand one

APPea to the Pest ExPlanation

Sometimes called the ‘cumulative case method’ or ‘abductive argumentation’, it is an
exP]anatorg hgpothesis that best accounts for a wide range of facts about a

Particular event or act.



EVIDENCE FOR THE RESURRECTION



“If one had any real evidence that, indeed,
Jesus did return from the dead, then that is
the bcginning of a Aropping of a series of
dominoes that takes us to all kinds of
wonderful things. ]t assures an afterlife and all
kinds of things that we would all l‘xope are

true.”

~Hugh H@Cner
Flagbog founder

Interview with | ee Strobel



EVIDENCE FOR JESUS DEATH AND BURIAL

* Burial recorded in all gospels
. Joseph of Arimathea Pctitioned
Pilate for Bocly

e Joseph ut _Jesus in his own
tomb — ganlﬁcclrin member:
un]ikely that this would be a lie

e Burial witnessed 59 close
friends

e T omb guardec! bg soldiers

e Jews never denied that lesus
was dead and buried




“On the eve of Fassover Yeshua Was
hangcd ... since nothing was brought
forward in his favour he was haﬂgeé on

the eve of the Fassoverl”

~ Jewish | almud, Sanhedrin 42a.



“The Christians, you know, worship a
man to this clag _ the Aistinguished
personage who introduced their novel
rites and was crucitied on that account...
these misguicﬂecﬂ creatures ... deny the
gods of (sreece and worshiP the crucified

sage and live after his laws”

~ | ucian of Samosata, 2ne Century ( ritic



“(Dne of the most certain facts of historg
s that Jesus was crucified on orders of
the Koman Prénccct o{:Judea, IPontius
Filatc.”

- Aenostic skeptic Part Ehrman
3 &




“T hat he [ Jesus] was crucified is as sure

as an thmg historical ever can be

~Jo}m D ominic Crossan

LberalTlﬂeolo fan
| eader OFJCSUS Seminar



EVIDENCE FOR' JESUS MISSING BODY

o ™ m!:)t tomb viewed 53 Mar
Magdalene Mar mother omc
James Fetc—:r and John
JCWIS!"I lecaders devised lie to
cover up the resurrection

JCWIS!"I leaders never refuted

claim that the Eod was gone

e Non-(_hristian historians record
(_hristian’s claims of _Jesus
being alive and the boclg being

gOﬂé




THE EMPTY TOMB AND THE JERUSALEM FACTOR

Jesus was Publiclﬂ executed in _Jerusalem and [ is appearances took Place there,
and [is resurrection was Proclaimecl there. |f the bo y had still been in the tomb,
it would have been very easy to stop Christianitg’s message in its origins }33 simplg
going to a well-known tomb and Proclucing the bodg.

But that's not what happcned.



WOMEN REPORTED AS FIRST WITNESSES

“But let not the testimony of women be admitted, on account of the ievitﬂ and
boldness of their sex” — Josephus, Antiquities o1 5

“Ang evidence which a woman [gives] Is not vaiici, also ti'leg are not valid to offer”

— Taimuci, Rosi'n Hashannah 1.8

I the ciiscipies orgospci writers were going to make up a lie that would stick in the
first century, ti'icg certainig would not have invented the story of women being the
first witnesses to the resurrection of lesus.



“All the strictly historical evidence we

have is in favor of [the empty ‘comb]J and

those scholars who rcject it ought to

recogmizc that t}weg cJo SO ONn some o‘c1

1CI

groun& that that of scientific historg.”

~ \/\/i”iam Wand

Oxford Urzivcrsitg (_hurch [Historian



EVIDENCE FOR JESUS” APPEAR ANCES

- Appearedto

Marg Mag&alene
Other Women

Feter
I mmaus cliscii:)les
1o clisciples

i disciples
7 disciples
500 brethren
James

i Clisciplcs

[ Clisciples

Jcrusalcm
Jerusalem

Jerusalem

I” mmaus

Jerusalem

Jerusalem

Galilee
Gali]cc

?

Galilee

Jerusa]cm

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

A week later
7
7
7

2

40 clays later

Mark 6:9-11; John 20:1

Matt 28:9-10

| uke 24:32: 1 Cor. 15:5

| uke 24:12-25, Mark 16:12

Mark 16:14; | uke 24:26-42;
John 20:19-25

John20:26-31; 1 Cor. 15:5
John21:1-25

i Cor. 15:6

i Cor. 157

Matt 28:16-20; Mark 16:15-
P8

Acts 1:5-12




WHY BELIEVE THE GOSPELS?

. A” Gospcls written before AD. 90 and m«ilg much earlier;
FPauls 1 Coriﬂthians written nearl9 i 5 years after the crucifixion

. Earlg writing is important because egewitncsses can refute
error; [ aul requestecljust such a thing in Corinthians 15:5-8,
where he references 500 witnesses to Christ’s resurrection

e No case in history of mgth entering into a historical account
where two generations had not Passecl

“Thc interval, thcn, between the dates of original composition and the earliest extant
evidence becomes so small as to be in fact neg]igible ,an the last foundation for any doubt
that the Scriptures have come down to us substantia”g as theg were written has now been

removed. Both the authenticitg and the gcncral integrit9 of the books of the New
] estament may be regardecl as ﬁna”g established.”

TSir Frederic (. Kcnyon)
former clirector/{:)rincipal librarian of the British Museum
“The PBible and Archaeologg”



it is historicaug certain that [“eter and the

other discip]es had cxpcrieﬂces atter

esus' death in which Jesus aPPear@& to

them as the risen (__hrist.’

~(Gerd | udemann, A’clﬁeis’c
Guttingen Urxiversitg, Gcrmang



WHY BELIEVE PAUL?

”For] delivered to you as of first imPortance what ] also
received, that (_hrist died for our sins according to the
5criptures, and that [ Je was buric&, and that [Je was
raised on the third dag accor&ing to the Scripturcs) and
that Hc aPPcared to Ccphas, then to the twelve.

(1 (orinthians 15:3-5; A. D). 55)

One of the earliest creeds, circulating in the first century.

[istorians believe [aul learned it within five years of Jesus death.

“Tl‘liS is the sort of data that historians of antiquitg drool over.”
=i John Rodgers, Trinitg E_Piscopal Scl‘:ool for Ministrg



“But Fo]gcarp (disci le omCJolm] also was not onlg
hnﬁructe&fqua osteﬁ,anclconvcrscé\Nﬁhtnang
who had seen (_hrist, but was also, 1:)3 aPostles 13

AT S Having alwags taught the things which he

hac”earne&{%onrﬂniaPosﬂesﬁ

~]renaeus

A. D.ég9-155

Folycarp was martgred in 5m9ma around the year | 60 at the age of
86. |n his letter to the church at Fhilippi, he mentions the
resurrection of Jesus five times, one of which is:

5= thcg did not love the present age, but him who died for our
benefit and for our sake was raised bg Goc].”
-] etterto the Fhilippians, 9:2



EVIDENCE FOR THE DISCIPLES TRANSFORMED LIVES

Thc—:n all the cliscip]es left Him and ﬂed.”(Matthew 26:5 6>

A theg were speaking to the Pcoplc, the Pricsts and the captain of the tcmple guard and
the Sadducees came up to them, being greatlg disturbed because theg were teaching the
cople and proclaiming in _lesus the resurrection from the dead. And they laid hands on
E P P s Y
them and put them injail until the next dag) for it was alreaclg evening,. . .. On the next clag)
their rulers and elders and scribes were gathere& together in Jerusalem; and Annas the
high Priest was there, and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of high~
Priestlg descent. . .. Then Fcter, filled with the Holg 5 irit, said to tlﬁem) “Rulers and

elders of the people, if we are on trial today for a benefit done to a sick man, as to how this
Pee Yy

od raised from the
deadwbg this name this man stands here before you " goo& health. “I-e is the stone which

man has been made we”, let it be known to all oxcgou and to all the peo le of lsrael, that bg
the name oFJesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom é

was rejectecl bg you, the bui!clers, but which became the chief corner stone. “And there is
salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among
men bg which we must be saved.” Now as they observed the confidence of Fctcr and )o!m
and understood that thcg were uneducated and untrained men, theg were amazed, and
began to recognize them as having been with Jesus. And seeing the man who had been
healed stan&ing with them, thcg had nothing to say In rcplg.”u\cts 4:1-14)



Therepore havmg received orders and complctc
certaml caused }3 the resurrection of our Loré
Jesus Christ and belicvm in the Word of God
the [the disaples] went With the Ho] Spirit’
certamlg Preachmg the good NEWS that the kmgdom
of GOA is about to come.’

~ Clement BiS!"lOP of Rome

A.D.30-100
<Pcrhaps C]ement referred to in Fl’li] 4:5)



“\/\/hg, then, did some of the &isciplcs claim to see
esus alive after his crucifixion? | don’t doubt at all
that some of the disciples claimed this. We don’t
have any of their written testimony, but [aul, writing
about twent3~1civc years later, indicates that this is
what they claimed, and | don’t think he is making it
up. An& he knew at least a CouPlc of ‘themJ whom he

mctjust three years after the event.”
Bart ?ihrman




EVIDENCE FOR THE DISCIPLES TRANSFORMED LIVES

MIPTIFION T8 ¥ aloNPTIPY,
CTEHMOY -

e Peter — crucified uPsicle down

e Andrew — crucified on an X—-shaped cross

. James (clisci |e> — beheaded 59 Heroc!

e John (&iscipfe) — banished to Patmos;
died natural death in E_Phesus

e T homas— martgred in |ndia

e James (hallc~brother of Jesus} — thrown

from the toP of the temple, then stoned

Partholomew — filleted alive

Matthew — killed with sword in Ethiopia

| uke — hangecl in (areece

Matthias — stoned and beheaded

Jucle — murdered 59 archers

Parnabas — stoned at Salonica

FPaul = beheaded in Rome

\0
)7
/A
A )1,.’

* Writings of Origen tell of Peter being crucified uPsicle down and FPaul’s martgrclom in Rome bg Nero.



“And when [Jesus] came to those
with eter, he said to them: “Takc,

handle me and see that l am not a
bodiles demon.” And immediatelg
tkeg handled him and believed,
having known his flesh and blood.
PBecause of this theg also
despised death; but begond death
theg were found.”

~]gnatius

Bishop in Antioch
Martgrecl in Rome, A]D. 110




“T he c!isciplcs on the road to [ mmaus in Luke 24 where not
fora spiritual retreat exPericnce5 theg were !eaving town with t
between their |egs mumbling ‘we had hopec} [Past tense) that

Heac}ing

heir tails

“1@ was

the one who was going to redeem |srael (v. 21) | heir actions spoke as

loudlg as their words: theg had abandoned such hope until Fate; in the

form of an appearance of a stranger, intervened.”

Pen Whithering‘con ”], Jcsus the Oecer



THE TRANSFORMATION OF JAMES

"or not even [is brothers were bc]ieving N

Him.” (John 7:5}

Note: |n the first century, it was embarrassing for

a Rabbi to have his Familg not be followers.

ithen [e aPPearecl to James“
(1 Corinthians 15:7>

“chtus was now dead, and A”Dius was but
upon the raid; so he assembled the Sanhedrin
of thcju&ges, and broug}wt before them the
brother oxcjesus, who was called (Christ, whose
name was James, and some others, and when he
had formed an accusation against them as
breakers of the law, he delivered him to be
stoned”
1Josephus
Antiquities 20.9.1




THE TRANSFORMATION OF PAUL

6 Saul was in heartg agreement with Put’cing him
to death. And on that clay a great Persecution
began against the church in Jerusa]em) and theg
were all scattered throughout the regions of
Judea and Samaria, except the aPostlcs. Some
devout men buried Stephen, and made loud
lamentation over him. Put Saul began ravaging
the church, entering house after housc, and
clragging off men and women, he would put them in

Prison.”(Acts 8:1-%)

1 having obtained heip from GOC!, ] [Faul]
stand to this clag testhcging both to small and
great, stating nothing but what the Frophets and
Moses said was going to take Place; that the
(_hrist was to suffer, and that !39 reason of [is
resurrection from the dead [ e would be the first
to Proclaim ]ight both to the Jewish Peop]e and to
the (Gentiles."(Acts 26:22-23)




“T here is no doubt that aul believed he
saw Jesus’ real but glorncieé boclg raised
from the dead.”

~ ‘Sar’c Ehrman




FOUNDATION FOR THE UNDISPUTED FACTS

—

e -‘maﬁ' T;aﬁ:”t{,:é:;ﬂs—— -~

= Multiple indepencjent sources support the facts

2. Attestation bg enemies of Christianitg support the facts
7. Embarrassing admissions support the facts

&l Egewi‘mess testimony support the facts

5. Ear|9 testimony support the facts



—

~rom friend and foe alike — all validate the

facts of the resurrection

Theg are not in Aispute



“] know in their own terms what thcy [the disciples]
saw was the raised Jcsus. T hat’'s what theg say and
then all the historic evidence we have afterwards
attest to their conviction that that’s what they saw.
I’m not saying that theg rea”g did see the raised
Jcsus. ] wasn’t there. ] dorn’t know what theg Saw.
Put | do know that as a historian that theg must

have seen something.”

e Faula I redriksen

Poston umvcrsity



EXPLANATION

| demand one

APPeal to the Pest Explanation

So what best explains the resurrection given these facts?



THE RESURRECTION = A MIRACLE IN ONE OF 3 WAYS

ke Fsgchological: T he disciples and others imaginc& arisen
( hrist, changeé from unE

evangelists) and went to their deaths for something theg sige

Clieving cowards into courageous

wrong about or u]timatelg ‘mew to be untrue.

%. Biological: Jesus survived the beatings, scourging, cross, and
spear thrust into the heart, fooled his executioners,
recuperated in the tomb, rolled away the stone, and had his

‘resurrection’ Falselg proclaimecj.

B Thcologica]: (_hrist’s resurrection was a true, historica”g valid,
and divine miracle where Jesus died and came back to life three

days ]a’cer, which is in keeping with the theme of miracles in the
gospels.



THE THIRD DAY

A DEFENSE OF CHRISTS RESURRECTION — PART 1



